Dataverse and Global Studies - Statement of Purpose:

This site was created to act as a foundation for a systematic program of research in Global Studies by creating a multidisciplinary database, and links to web based databases in social sciences.

Global Studies is distinctive both as a topic and as a trans-disciplinary framework for study. As a topic it encompasses interactions in the human experience and the world surrounding it. As a trans-disciplinary framework it combines work of scholars from social-science and natural-science disciplines as they interpret the major patterns and dilemmas of human society.

Creation of large-scale, long-term, comprehensive databases will make it possible to extend our knowledge of current global and local patterns (based on systematic reporting and recording since about 1950) back by as much as five centuries. If successful, such an effort would make it possible to reach beyond our current reliance on short-term and localized studies of social change and to understand long-term and global patterns in economic, social, health, and environmental conditions.

Those expressing interest in Global Studies include: researchers, policy makers, general audiences, teachers and students at college, secondary and elementary levels. While these audiences in the U.S. have shown particular interest, audiences in every part of the world have an equivalent need to know about Global Studies. Of all these audiences, however, researchers are of great importance because of their centrality to building a core of knowledge about Global Studies. The growth in international connections among researchers provides an opportunity for large-scale discussion of history.

It is important, therefore, to create a broad and readily available source from which reliable information is disseminated. It is hoped that this information will not only benefit further research, but will also enliven debates between researchers from many diverse areas. Such intellectual cross-pollination is a prerequisite necessity for a multidisciplinary field such as Global Studies to flourish.

